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A Weekend Filled With Opera: Dido
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The Regis opera, Dido and Aeneas, displayed the

Chamber Singers and Glee Singers amazing talent. 

From the very beginning, the singers captivated their

audience with their wonderful singing, and expressive

acting.  While the opera is a tragedy, those involved

took some creative initiative by adding in a bit of

comedy as well.   he nerd (yours truly) being shoved into

a locker, the energy of Belinda (Kimberly Graham) in

the raining of the re sprinklers scene, and the hilarious

background acting by the chorus broke the tension of

the tragedy and made the opera gloriously versatile. 

Also, Belinda throwing Aeneas (John Drury-Lewis) off

of Dido’s (Marisa Eddlem) dead body was surprisingly funny in a darkly humorous way.

The opera was not without sadness or anger, given it’s characterization as a tragedy.  Marisa Eddlem

poignantly portrayed Dido’s anger and heartbreak, both with the emotion in her voice as well as with

her acting.  I heard the whole audience gasp when she sang the words, “the deceitful crocodile”, to
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Aeneas as he tells her he must leave.  The chorus

singing around Dido’s dead body, while the witches

sang sarcastically beside them, shows how wonderfully

each of the singers embodied their roles.  They did not

just act a certain way; each person became their

character.  It did not matter if they were onstage or on

the stairs in the chorus.  They remained in character the

entire time and I cannot commend them more.

Each singer put their heart and soul into the

performance and both the directors, Dr.Heather

Josselyn-Cranson and Elizabeth Smith, agree. Dr.

Josselyn-Cranson remarks, “Performing Regis’ rst

opera has been a testament to the creativity, musicality,

and hard work of Regis students.  From the rst ideas

about how to t our production in with the Department

of Humanities’ theme of Metamorphosis, to the on-

going effort of learning and memorizing dif cult music,

to the imagination behind costumes and acting, the

Glee Singers and Chamber Singers have exhibited

amazing initiative and artistry.  The performance has been well-received, and seems to signal that music

and drama are important to Regis students.”

“The students rose to the occasion of singing and acting, at the same time, and it’s been wonderful to

watch them grow in this regard.  A huge debt of gratitude is owed to Dr. Heather Josselyn-Cranson for

this.  The idea to do this opera and the hours of work in teaching our students all of the music isn’t easy,

but the outcome has been impressive,” said Elizabeth Smith.

As the rst opera in Regis’ history, every single person involved worked their hardest to create the best

performance possible, from the lighting to the singing to the acting. It was a privilege not only to have

performed in this wonderful production, but also to see it unfold to become the work of art it was

onstage.  

Photos courtesy of Lindsey Honig.

Adrianna Kinney

Hi! I'm a rst-year student at Regis College and I am double majoring in English, with a

concentration in Creative Writing, and Psychology. I love reading and writing, mostly ction,

and I hope to make a career out of it.
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